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Goals

Provide a technical solution to the 
requirements of the Article 4, optimized 
for the Web, simple to implement by 
both rightsholders and TDM actors.

Facilitate the acquisition of TDM 
licenses, in case rightsholders are 
prepared for such deals. 



W3C 
Community 
Group



Open 
standard

W3C (World Wide Web Consortium) is a great place to create open standards. 

Back in February 2021, we created a W3C Community Group, open to 
everybody (not only W3C members), with representatives of both rightsholders 
and TDM actors, tech savvy or not.   

A Community Group achieves results by consensus and can generate a 
specification. This specification is not a formal W3C standard but can still 
become an industry standard. 

The project was called TDM Reservation Protocol.

It was widely advertised when created, and more than 30 participants have 
joined the group so far. 

The group is currently chaired by Giulia Marangoni, from the Italian 
Association of Publishers, and Laurent Le Meur, from EDRLab, an international 
development laboratory focusing on digital publishing, member of the W3C. 



Expressing if TDM 
rights are reserved • We followed the KISS principle

• ‘tdm-reservation’, with 2 values:

• 0 = TDM rights are not reserved

• 1 = TDM rights are reserved

• « opt-out » of the EU Directive

• ‘tdm-policy’, which can be used if TDM rights are 
reserved

• A Web link pointing at a TDM Licensing Policy 
set up by the rightsholder



One 
Protocol, 

Three 
techniques



Licensing 
Policy

This is more advanced usage and 
corresponds to the second goal of the 
group: 
Facilitate the acquisition of TDM licenses, in case 
rightsholders  are prepared to have such deals. 

It is a file, placed on a Web server, which 
describes

Who is the rightsholder

How to contact him
Optionally, expression of constraints on the use of the 
content: requirement to contact the rightsholder, 
payment involved ... 

Profile of ODRL 2.2
Policy, not a license



Status of the 
work

The group has reached a consensus on the 
specification. 

Prototypes have been developed by three 
participants: Almalibri.it, Seraphin.legal, Cairn.info.

Wider communication is under planning.

The specification will become a final report of the CG 
once complementary feedback has been treated 
during Q4 2021.

The work will be finalized by the end of 2021.


