
AUDIOBOOKS AT READIUM 
& EDRLAB
THORIUM READER IS IMPLEMENTING W3C AUDIOBOOK SUPPORT



WHAT IS EDRLAB?

Non-profit association, ~54 members (list) worldwide 

Works on standards, open-source software (via Readium) and accessibility 

Revenue stream = membership fees and grants 

Develops and manages the LCP DRM, worldwide

https://www.edrlab.org/our-members/


WHAT IS READIUM?
Readium is NOT a reading app (i.e. a user agent) 

Readium "2" is a set of toolkits (SDK), one per platform 

Readium Mobile 

Readium Desktop 

Readium Web 

Initially focusing on EPUB 3. Now more generic (PDF, audiobooks, comics) 

Plus Readium LCP



Readium 2 / media equality

Text 
based

Audio 
based

Image 
based

Equivalent emphasis on  

Publications



THE SOURCE FORMAT IS TRANSFORMED INTO THE INTERNAL FORMAT "SOMEWHERE" IN THE WORKFLOW

WORKFLOW

Studio e-distributor e-retailer Reading app

Internal format

W3C Audiobook Readium WebPub 

(+ DRM)



APPS CURRENTLY BASED OF READIUM MOBILE & DESKTOP

23
And ~10 under development

https://github.com/readium/awesome-readium

https://github.com/readium/awesome-readium


On the Android R2 Reader test app since 
mid-2019 (Readium WebPub format). 

On 13 Readium Mobile based apps ... using 
different custom import formats (including the 
Readium WebPub format).  

W3C format: currently, waiting for producers.

AUDIOBOOK SUPPORT 
MOBILE APPS



CLOUD READER <--> READIUM WEB

https://www.jellybooks.com/cloud_reader/audiobooks/little_women

https://www.jellybooks.com/cloud_reader/audiobooks/little_women


THORIUM READER
A WINDOWS, MAC, LINUX READING APP BASED ON READIUM DESKTOP 

FREE, MODERN, HIGHLY ACCESSIBLE, OPEN-SOURCE 



WINDOWS 10 USERS

20.000 + 4.000 / month



USA first ...

USERS / COUNTRY



Create W3C Audiobook samples (simple / 
complex). Cmd line tool created by J.Panoz. 

Create a mapping to the internal Readium 
format (incl. accessibility metadata) 

Adapt the open-source LCP server to W3C 
Audiobooks 

Adapt Readium Desktop / Thorium to W3C 
Audiobooks

IMPLEMENTATION

https://github.com/readium/architecture/blob/master/other/W3C/audiobooks.md


DEMONSTRATION



NEXT STEPS

No content -> why developing reading software? 

W3C members needing convincing providers to deliver W3C Audiobooks 

No DRM -> proprietary formats win:  

EDRLab requesting support for LCP from US publishers (ebooks and audiobooks)   

No money -> no software: 

EDRLab needing financial support from publishers worldwide, for Readium & Thorium  


